The Need to Reaffirm Support for Authentic Fair Trade
Equal Exchange

Deep controversies in the
Fair Trade movement have
been simmering for more
than a decade. The situation has reached
a boiling point and concrete actions must
be taken or we will risk losing everything
we have collectively built. For those of
you who are long-time allies of Equal Exchange, we appreciate your ongoing commitment to us, small farmer co-operatives,
and Fair Trade. It is because of your commitment that small farmer organizations
across the world have achieved the level
of success they currently enjoy. For those
of you who are newer to Fair Trade, we
deeply appreciate the time and interest you
are showing for small farmers across the
world.
Unfortunately, all our advances are now
in jeopardy. Fair Trade USA (formerly
TransFair USA) has slowly but steadily
chipped away at our principles and values, only recently taking the final steps in
building their strategy. They have taken the
name Fair Trade USA, then proceeded to
leave the international Fair Trade System
(FLO International/FairTrade International), lower standards, eliminate farmers
from their governance model, and invite
large-scale plantations into coffee and all
other commodities.
This is not Fair Trade and we are asking you to join with us in differentiating
TransFair’s model from the authentic small
farmer Fair Trade that we are collectively
building.

Our Model: Authentic Fair Trade
In 1986, Equal Exchange was founded to
challenge the existing trade model, which
favors large plantations, agri-business,
and multi-national corporations; support
small farmers; and connect consumers and
producers through information, education,
and the exchange of products in the marketplace. With our founding, we joined a
growing movement of small farmers, alternative traders (ATOs), religious organizations, and non-profits throughout the world
with like-minded principles and objectives.
The U.S. consumer cooperative movement
has been an integral part of this movement.
Underlying our work is the belief that
only through organization, can small farmers survive and thrive; and the cooperative
model has been essential for building this
model of change.
In the 1990s, Equal Exchange joined
with a number of other organizations to
create the certifying agency, TransFair
USA. The goal was to create a mechanism,
in a complex marketplace, to ensure that a
company’s products were providing social,
economic, and environmental impact for
the small farmer organizations that grew
them. With a third party certifier, we hoped
that consumers would have more confidence in their purchases without needing to
background check every brand and product. This turned out to be good business
and TransFair grew as a result.
The certifiers have their own ideas…
and interests.
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What are we asking?
Current Happenings
Sign our public statement and ask your
These actions, and many others through- friends and work colleagues to do the
out the years, have created large-scale
same. See www.equalexchange.coop/fairopposition against the certifiers and bad
trade-campaign. You can sign as an orgafeelings have mounted about the lack of
nization or an individual.
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sponse.
We remain engaged with small farmDuring that same time, TransFair aners and with the international Fair Trade
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